
 

John Muir Day Celebrations 
16th - 24th April 2016 
 

 
What is it?  
The opportunity to celebrate John Muir’s birthday, 21 April 1838,  
as well as Muir’s legacy and relevance today. 
 
Who was John Muir? 
John Muir was a Scottish-born naturalist, author, environmental 
philosopher and early advocate of preservation of wilderness.  
His letters, essays, and books telling of his adventures in nature, 
especially in the Sierra Nevada of California, have been read by 
millions. He’s considered to be the ‘founding father of the National 
Parks movement’ - his activism helped to preserve the Yosemite 
Valley, Sequoia National Park and other wilderness areas, and he 
founded the Sierra Club. 
 
Where can I find out more? 
 discoverjohnmuir.com - hosted by the John Muir Trust. For information sources; 

activities that help connect with Muir’s messages, stories and adventures; Muir-related 
events; examples of how people engage with Muir’s ethos in their studies, work and  
leisure time, and through the John Muir Award. 

 Scottish Natural Heritage web pages with John Muir information. 
 VisitScotland web pages with John Muir links and resources.  
 
Resources & Activities 
 John Muir Day Logos: Contact Catriona.Scriven@snh.gov.uk for a suite of logos to use in 

your promotion of John Muir Day Celebrations.  
 Graphic Novel telling story of Muir’s life – free to download, with teaching notes. 
 Mission:Explore John Muir: 20 Muir-related activities – free to download, or hard copies 

available for £1/copy (min post order of 10, or in person from WildSpace, Pitlochry). 
 Studying Scotland - John Muir: Learner Journey information and resource.   
 Visit the John Muir Way: “Breathe in 134 miles of birds, bays and beaches.” 
 Visit John Muir’s Birthplace in Dunbar, East Lothian. 
 Visit a National Park: ‘Britain’s Breathing Places’. Scotland’s first National Park is Loch 

Lomond & The Trossachs, and the UK’s largest is the Cairngorms. 
 Participate in the John Muir Award, visit a John Muir Trust property.  
 Walk 1000 miles – collectively (or individually!). 
 
Social Media   
Share via #JohnMuirDay, and use #ScotSpirit to share special places visited in Scotland. 
 

 

John Muir Day Celebrations are co-ordinated and promoted by the John Muir Working Group, 
which builds awareness of and interest in John Muir’s story, ethos, legacy, and relevance. 

What’s on? 
See  www.discoverjohnmuir.com/muir-events or  

www.snh.gov.uk/enjoying-the-outdoors/celebrate-john-muir/jm-celebrations. 
Register your Muir-related events/activities - send a brief summary, web link and visuals 
to Catriona.Scriven@snh.gov.uk and Katrina.Martin@johnmuirtrust.org. 
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